
Man in God's Image  
Gen 1:26,27 (Cf Gen 5:1-3, Gen 9:6) Psalm 8. Eccl 3:11; 7:29.  James 3:9.

Westminster Larger Catechism # 17 : How Did God Create Man?

After God had made all other creatures, he created man male and female; formed the body of the man
of the dust of the ground, and the woman of the rib of the man, endued them with living, reasonable,
and immortal souls; made them after his own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness;
having the law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, and dominion over the creatures;
yet subject to fall.

What is the Image of God in Man? It is what sets him apart from the rest of creation and puts him into a
communing relationship with his Creator.  Looking at the creation of man in Genesis 1 & 2, we see
several distinctive aspects. Where as before God said “Let there be . . .” bring creation into existence.
now He says “Let Us make Man in our image, in our likeness.” And He “breathed His spirit” into him
(Gen 2:7) making him a spiritual, personal being. (1 Cor 15:42-49) When creation was finished it was
pronounced “good”, but after man's creation, it was “very good” and God “rested.” It is notable that the
word “bara” is used only 3 times in the Genesis account (vs 1:1 (everything ex nihilo); 20 (living
creatures); 27 (man); and that the flora and fauna reproduce “according to their kinds,” but man bears
children “after his image” (Gen 5:1-3; 9:6).  

Man is a personal being with knowledge, feelings, and a will; he is a moral creature with a sense
of good and evil; and he is a spiritual being capable of communion with God. This is the basis of
what we refer to as the “Communicable Attributes.”  Man was created with language and
intellectual abilities. (Gen 1:28;  2:15; 19). He was created to be relational – not just with his
fellow man (beginning with Eve Gen 2:18ff), but with God who entered into a covenant with him
(Gen 2:16,17). Man was created with a will and a conscience. (Eccl 7:29; Prov 20:27; Rom 1:18ff;
2:14-15). And man had a distinctive role in creation – dominion (Gen 1:28, 29; 2:15; Psalm 8:4-8).
While God “creates” from nothing, man exercises his “creativity” too. All these were flawed by
the fall, (Rom 3:10ff), but in the New Testament, the “new man in Christ” is restored in
Knowledge, Righteousness (moral rectitude) and Holiness (piety). (Col 3:10; Eph 4:21-24).

God is self existent, self sufficient, infinite, eternal, unchangeable – these “incommunicable” attributes
set Him and His attributes apart from all creation – angels, the universe, mankind. 

The “communicable” attributes are reflected in man, made in God's image. God is omnipotent and
sovereign – man was given a “dominion” over the creatures; God is omniscient – man has a limited

knowledge and wisdom; God is holy and just – man is a moral being with a conscience even as a fallen
sinner; Within the Trinity God is love, and He is good and loving and merciful towards His creation –

man is called to show goodness and love and mercy in all his relationships. 

“Nature too reveals God, even by itself. It is a limited revelation . . . but it is still a revelation, and it
becomes a fuller revelation for those who are redeemed.  Men and women are not only in nature in the
sense of nature being their environment. They are linked to nature as also being finite and created.
True there is a distinction between humanity and the rest of nature. Men and women alone are made in
the image of God. But the purposes of God on a human level will therefore unfold fully only when
God's purposes with nature are included in the picture.” (James Boice )



Providence
Psalm 104:10-30; 145:9ff

God's relationship to His creation did not stop when He had finished making it. God did not just create
the world and then step back to let it run its course according to natural laws. Instead, He continually
and actively sustains and preserves it. The worlds are in His hand; and apart from His sustaining all of
His creation would fall apart and come to naught. Both natural and moral laws come from the Creator.

Westminster Larger Catechism: 
What are the decrees of God?
God’s decrees are the wise, free, and holy acts of the counsel of his will, whereby, from all eternity, he
has, for his own glory, unchangeably foreordained: Whatsoever comes to pass in time, especially
concerning angels and men.
 
How does God execute his decrees?
 God executes his decrees in the works of creation and providence, according to his infallible
foreknowledge, and the free and immutable counsel of his own will.

What are God’s works of providence?
God’s works of providence are his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his
creatures; ordering them, and all their actions, to his own glory.
 
Heidelberg Catechism Question 27. What dost thou mean by the providence of God?
The almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it were by his hand, he upholds and
governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren
years, meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all things come, not by chance,
but by his fatherly hand. 

Providence is “that continued exercise of the divine energy whereby the Creator preserves all His
creatures, is operative in all that comes to pass in the world, and directs all things to their appointed
end.”                                                                                                                           (Louis Berkhof)

Scripture clearly teaches God's providential government and control over the universe at large Psa
103:19; Eph 1:11, over the physical world Psa 104:13; Matt 5:45, over the brute creation Psa 104:21,
28; Matt 6:26; over the affairs of nations Job 12:23; Acts 17:6; over man's birth and lot in life, Psa
139:16; Gal 1:15; over things seemingly accidental or insignificant Prov 16:33; Matt 10:30; in the
protection of the righteous Psa 4:8, 121:3; Rom 8:28; in supplying the wants of God's people Deut
8:3, Phil 4:19; in giving answers to prayer Psa 65;2; Matt 7:7; and in the exposure and punishment of
the wicked, Psa 7:12, 13, 11:6.

“There is probably no point at which the Christian doctrine of God comes more into conflict with
contemporary world views than in the matter of God's providence. The world at large, even if it will on
occasion acknowledge God to have been the world's creator is at least certain that he does not now
intervene in human affairs. Many think that miracles do not happen, that prayer is not answered and
that most things “fall out” according to the functioning of impersonal and unchangeable laws.”
                                                                                                                                 (James Boice, p. 176.)

Is the world governed by meaningless anarchy, fate, a good /evil dualism, or its personal Creator? 


